Voyeurism: A Psychoanalytic Theory for Viewing Film

(adapted from Movies & Meaning)

1. What is it?

· Definition: “a primary pleasure obtained by __________________ at things” (also called a “scopic drive”), ones we are not “supposed” to see

· Voyeurism appeals to primitive, subconscious, and nonrational desires.

2. The Voyeur and Cinema

· Shots used to draw attention or see through the eyes of a character

· ______________ – detailed, enlarged image

· ______________ /cutting – see through the eyes of the voyeur/character

· Camera ______________ – appearing to come from a hidden place, a corner, etc.  (______________ = looking down on subjects being watched; ______________ = looking up out of something to watch)

· Duration of shots – long, “______________” shots

· Typically involves “______________ pleasure” - violent or sexual “taboo” images

· Stylized or “attractively” portrayed violence

· Disturbing or disgusting images (but people keep watching)

· Not for “polite” society but rampant in movies: a “_______________” effect

3. Examples from Film

· Psycho: peeping through the shades through the hole in the wall

· Halloween: following the killer’s eyes as he surveys and enters a house

· Silence of the Lambs: disturbed fascination with Hannibal Lecter and “Buffalo Bill”

· Gory crime scenes
4. Aesthetic Pleasure?

· Remember King’s essay on horror movies - intentionally watching frightening films

· Teen slasher movies

· Teens and kids seeking out “R” rated movies

5. Danger?

· Imitating by _____________________ violent or sexual material on screen

· Fueling _______________________ behavior by putting a person in the position of the voyeur

· Increasing ___________________ in an already aggressive society

6. No Danger?

· Providing a ______________ release for aggressive or primitive feelings

· Allowing us to discover _____________________ emotions that would not otherwise come to the surface

