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A + IS…

� AMAZING program that lets high school students 

earn free tuition to a 2-year community college, 

technical school, or scholarship to a 4 year 

UniversityUniversity

� Part of Senate Bill 380— OUTSTANDING Schools 

Act passed in 1993

� Makes college a REALITY for students who may 

have not thought it possible



PSH EFFORTS

Brief Timeline

1. Applied to go for A+ 
Certification

DESE sent us the approval to go 

Goals & Expectations

� Aligning our curriculum 

with CSIP and a A+ Goals

Tracking our students with 2. DESE sent us the approval to go 
for designation

3. A+ Coordinator Hired

� Amy Belding

4. A+ Steering Committee 
Established

5. 1St Steering Committee 
Meeting Held

� Tracking our students with 

Career Pathways

� Compiling information for 

the 10 A+ Requirements to 

submit to DESE 

� Promote A+ to students and 

parents



WHEN WILL PSH BE

CONSIDERED AN A+ SCHOOL?

� Goal is to go to DESE in August 2011 and ask to review 

our portfolio

� Based on DESE’s recommendations, we will 

Continue to work towards A+ and plan on being � Continue to work towards A+ and plan on being 

designated April 2012

� That means that current SOPHOMORES will be the first 

class to obtain A+ status

QUESTION: What happens if we get designated by April 2012?  

ANSWER: If we notice that we are going to be done with 

designation earlier than planned, we will track the current 

juniors during their senior year so that they are able to 

receive the funding



WHAT DOES IT TAKE FOR A

STUDENT TO BECOME A+?

� Enter into a written agreement 

with the high school prior to 

graduation

� Attend a designated school for 

three consecutive years 

� Perform 50 hours of district 

supervised, unpaid tutoring 

� Maintain a record of good 

citizenship and avoid the use of 

drugs and alcoholthree consecutive years 

immediately prior to graduation

� Graduate with an overall GPA of 2.5 

points or higher on a 4-point scale

� Have an overall attendance rate of 

at least 95 percent for grades 9-12

drugs and alcohol

� Enroll full time in a community 

college or voc/tech program and 

maintain a 2.5 G.P.A.



HOW DOES A+ STATUS

BENEFIT THE STUDENT?

Community College or Tech 
Schools

� Students will receive free tuition to…

� Public community colleges

4 year Colleges

� Scholarships to 4 year Universities (a 

few examples that are offered not 
guaranteed)

� Public vocational or technical schools

� Private vocational or technical school that is a 

member of the North Central Association

• Students must maintain a cumulative 2.5 GPA to be 

eligible for the financial incentive while at the 

community college

• Students must make a good faith effort each year to 

first secure all available federal financial aid (FAFSA)

� Mizzou offers $1500 

� Central Methodist offers $5000-
$7000 for A+

� Southeast Missouri State offers 
100% for tuition for first 2 years 
(specific degree)

� Truman State $1500

� Webster $1000-$2000



THANK YOU AND IF YOU HAVE ANY

Contact Amy Belding @

abelding@pkwy.k12.mo.us

QUESTIONS OR SUGGESTIONS


