The Guy You Work With

What you want more than anything

is to grab the zebra in your jaws.

Forget the job. Forget teamwork.

Roll the nature film,

You’ve seen your neighbor

in his flashy car.

You've heard the whispers

of bonuses for others

delivered behind locked doors

like secret Mason handshakes.

You just need five minutes or so

of stalking in the dry Savannah grass.

And then one good sniff of your prey

nibbling weeds by a small lagoon.

What better than a slow creep

up behind that unknowing striped back

as deliberate as sharpening a pencil.

And then the pounce,

the real law of the jungle,

you with your fangs around its rump,

it braying in agonizing terror.

What you want from life

is to trot back to your den in triumph,

zebra intestine flapping in your jaw

like spaghetti.

So they don't pay you as much as the next guy.

You're at the point now

that if they paid you in zebras

that would be enough.

John Grey
1. Make sure your reader understands the literal meaning of the poem first.  Define the situation.
· This poem is written in the second person. (Why? How would it be different in first person?)

· The title is “The Guy You Work With”—to whom is this referring? The guy you are, or the guy sitting in the cubicle next to you?

Troubling Lines or Phrases – Why are they there? What purpose do they serve? What lines trouble you in this poem?

· The Mason handshake—what is that? Secret, like the Free Masons—why is secretiveness important in this poem? Is it a contrast to the nothing-can-be-hidden natural world?
· What is the striped back? Perhaps the zebra and/or dress shirt of the guy in the office
Overall meaning/focus of poem – here we focus on mood, tone, and meaning. Give examples!

· Mood: dark, savage (“like spaghetti”)

· Tone: dark humor (“roll the nature film,” last three lines)

· Meaning: jealousy makes us inhuman (“you’re at the point now”—meaning at one point you weren’t) or perhaps jealousy is a natural human emotion that shows we all are savage at heart—still animals, just like lions 

Language and Poetic Devices – how does the poet create the meaning and focus of the poem? What do you see?

Office imagery – many examples 

show the contrast between human/animal

Nature imagery – many examples

zebra in hiding can’t hide from lion (nature)

Word choice – fangs, stalking, pounce, intestines – scary! Shows the horrors of jealousy!

Line breaks – creates tension “You just need five minutes” or “What you want more than anything”; also short “Forget the job. Forget teamwork.” What do short sentences do? (emphasize, punch, creates an immediacy to the poem that works with the lion imagery)

(Possible) THESIS: 

Through the use of animal and office imagery, as well as line breaks and enjambment, Grey presents a poem in which the reader sees an individual’s jealousy of others become savage and inhuman.

Conclusion:

· Discuss dominant impression (dark humor showing the animal side of this individual and, perhaps, all of us)

· Overall meaning; expand on other paragraph. Give it a “so what”—how does this poem affect the reader? 
