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February, 2009
Dear Mason Ridge Families,

Sometimes | get the best ideas from parents!

One morning a very special Mom lent me the bdbéPrice of Privilege by Madeline Levine. She had just
finished the book and found it to be very insigh#hout the challenges we face today raising chiidn an
affluent area. After reviewing the book with oumuoselor, Joan Lebon, we made a resolution to usdtok
as the basis for a discussion group. It is more jphst another parenting book. The book begins satisintling
research on the rise in affluent areas of unhappgiren with problems ranging from anxiety, depressand
eating disorders to suicide. The author says, dl &ssumed that involvement, opportunity and moneylav
help safeguard the emotional health of childrert, Wg appointment book forced me to consider dlée
opposite: some aspects of affluence and parentalM@ment might be contributing to the unhappiresd
fragility of my privileged patients.” Fortunatelthe book finishes with researched, effective pcasti

In order to provide the school support needed &mply, well adjusted children, it is critical to m&iin our
home-school connection. We have always been prbtieegartnership between home and school thatseais
Mason Ridge, and more than ever we need to shammon vision of what is best for the children—jastt is
for Mom and Dad to share common values at homeusgon (around a book) is the best way | know of
clarifying our thinking and coming to an agreeméitr example, at a PTO meeting we discussed thgdbud
for the carnival. A significant amount of moneysgent on prizes. With fundraising profits down,va® make
budget cuts? Disagreement often stems from owréifit beliefs about what is best for the childfidmre same
could be said about many decisions we make at §cHo®Price of Privilege offers some interesting insights. |
have no doubt that whatever this community agre@sportant for the children’s well being will bene a
priority for both staff and parents.

You are invited to join Joan and myself to discirschoices we make when raising affluent children.

Hopefully a number of parents will have reviewed book. (There are two copies in the school libjaky
salad will be provided for lunch

| will bring chocolate for Moms and peanut brithte Dads. Mrs. Wait has volunteered to bake codkies

Please join us in the Science Lab (#513) on Wedngddarch 4, at 11:45 for lunch and conversation.
An RSVP to 314-415-6452 will be helpful.

Sincerely,

Barbara Mueller, Principal



2008-09 SPELLING BEE

After having classroom spelling contests, the follmy 3¢, 4", and %' grade students
progressed to the school wide spelling bee which lvedd on January 22:
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Third Grade Fourth Grade Fifth Grade
Victor F. Sydney D. Brendan C.
Trent G. Joe F. Ryan L.
Aerin K. Harinh L. Joseph M.
Tim K. Evan M. Will M.
Peter M. Claire P. Lily M.
Aris M. Kentaurus R. Matt P.
Colleen S. Greg S. Elizabeth R.
Mary S. Ellie W. Rebecca S.

Matt P. was our runner-up and Lily M. was the winokthis year’s Spelling Bee and will representdda
Ridge at Maryville University on Saturday, Marchat 9:15 a.m. Congratulations to all the studerfits
participated.

MOSAICS

MOSAICS students have been busy researching anHinigi critically. On January 8, 2009, second andith
grade students participated in Gifted Resource €ibsirCreative Convention, which was held at Waghmm
University. This competition tests students’ cneatproblem solving and teamwork ability. Approxtaly
235 students across the St. Louis area participa@y five medals of overall excellence were aleak to a
possible 47 outstanding teams. Two of those mesate awarded to Mason Ridge! All three of our team
made Mason Ridge and Ms. Webb proud as they denatetthat respect, maturity and teamwork are #dys k
to success!

STRINGSUPDATE

Happy New Year Parents! | hope all of you areistaywarm during these cold
winter days. All of the third grade classes perfed quite well for their
December/January string presentations. They heaiefirst performance under
their belts and are eagerly awaiting their nexteyfwill be working on a more
advanced bow hold and performing more advancedamushe next several week

Also, | have received several questions regardéngmg and purchasing
instruments. Of course, as a strings teachemlk thwould be great for all students
in third grade to have an instrument at home; h&wehis is not required. If your
child seems exceptionally interested in practi@home, | would be happy to speak with you abouty
options for renting or purchasing an instrumerieaBe do not hesitate to call or e-mail me if yauéhany
guestions.

Our fourth grade students are preparing for an e performance with the entire distritarkway Fourth
Grade String Day on February 7th. The performance will be at the Central High Stlgymnasium at
3:45pm. Students should arrive at 3:00pm for tgrind a short rehearsal. Parents should havevegecai
permission slip for your student. Please be dusereturned on time to have your child particgat



The fifth grade played great at the winter conocefdecember. For the next several weeks, theybeill
practicing music for thall-District Orchestra Concert on March 26". More information about this
performance will be coming home soon. They wilicagjive a full concert on May"6at Mason Ridge.

A note about practicing: Shinichi Suzuki, the farmeiplin teacher, joked with his young studentsaging
that, “You should only practice on days that you”e&Vhile that would be ideal, my realistic recomnaation
is that students practice their age plus five naadive days a week; for example, a 9 year old dipudctice
about 14 minutes Monday - Friday. Please encowagestudent to practice daily. Leaps and bouwaasbe
seen in students’ playing when they practice witthsmotivation.

If you have any questions or suggestions, pleasetlbesitate to call or e-mail me.

Benji Wilson, Strings Teacher
314-415-6450, x. 54478
jwilson@pkwy.k12.mo.us

CONGRATULATIONSMRS. BINDER - TEACHER OF THE YEAR

This year Mrs. Connie Binder was chosen by heregllies as “Teacher of the Year.” Mrs.
Binder is respected by other staff members fordoenmitment to students and her on-going
dedication to teaching. She is always upbeat adnteers to help teachers as well as
students. Mrs. Binder participates on many sclamol District committees, and has built a
reputation as an expert in the area of technology.

Mrs. Binder is furthering her own education by @agna certificate in Classroom Technology. Shadsiher
new skills back to her students who are learnirggtechnology with ePals in France and the Ukraimée
students are also enjoying their class websiteldogl We are proud of Mrs. Binder for representiigson
Ridge as a presenter at this year's Midwest Edoiedtechnology Conference.

As much as Mrs. Binder has accomplished, shetakis time to reflect on her daily instruction dhd needs
of her students. The goal of her continuing preifasal development and hard work is to reach altidm.

WHAT ARE KIDSUP TO!!!

Mrs. Mueller has begun a new initiative and sheoaimces the students’ accomplishments /\
outside the school. You can see some of theiugla@nd trophies in the display cabinet / o

the front lobby.
Victoria F. has progressed to Level 2 after only five monthksasti work in gymnastics. \

Cédine S. placed 2nd an@ourtney N. placed 5th in the all-around competition which Qg
includes combined scores on the vault, bars, bewhil@or exercises at the Gateway
Gymnastics Championships.

Degah C. received a certificate of achievement for excefatigerformance in mathematics presented by Emilie
Grimi.

Abby S. recently competed in the Meet Me In St. Louis cotitipg and placed 2nd in the all-around
competition, 3rd in beam, 3rd in floor exercised st in bars.



Alexis N. placed 7th in the all-around competition with hartjzipation in vault, bars, balance beam and floor
exercise.

Aerin K. scored a 38.45 at her gymnastics meet placingdustall and received the best score in ten ydars a
her club.

JakeT. won his yellow slash/black belt after taking lesséor only one year.

Galen, Shannon andTrevor A. all competed in the Meet Me In St. Louis competiti Galen received 6th

place for rings and parallel bars and 8th in thewmdunds. Shannon received 9th place in the balance beam,
12th place on the vault and 12th place in all-adsu revor received 2nd place for rings, high bar and parallel
bars, 3rd place for vault, and 3rd place for ativard.

MUSICAL NEWSFROM MRS. BROYLES

We are off to a terrific musical start for the 2008~ year!! The kids are learning many musicalcepts and
preparing for upcoming performances!

The Kind Kindergarten Classes are focusing on tatterns of high and low vocally and instrumemntall

First Graders are working with new rhythm pattefta, ti ti, rest) and preparing to add a new pitchheir
solfege scale, which will be La.

Next, Second Grade Classes are focusing on theNdadf and preparing for their upcoming performareiéed
"The Wonders Of The Earth." Everyone who attenitsiperformance was blown away. All the studeinds
such a great job.

The Thoughtful Third Graders are preparing to begoorder technique, which they are so excited tab8o,
Third Grade Parents, please do not buy recordergoiar children because | have ordered the kintl Ithaant
them to play. They will not need to pay for theminext year.

The Fabulous Fourth Graders are progressing vellyoweecorders. They are preparing for a Link-UgnCert
with the St. Louis Symphony. Several School Dis¢rare chosen throughout the St. Louis area tacpzate in
this exciting experience. On April 28, 2009, theufib Graders will play recorder with and listentha St.
Louis Symphony Orchestra at Powell Hall. Also, utfoately this concert is only for the studentstwever,
the children will play some of their songs durihg Fourth Grade concert in May.

The Fantastic Fifth Graders are learning aboutMiagr Scale, and they are preparing for their "Réfthite,
and Blue Musical Extravaganza." This performandéhbe in the Ramsey Center on February 27 at 1:80 p

Finally, the Fourth and Fifth Grade Choir is gegrimp for the Spring Concert, which will be heredsefwe
know it, on May 6, 2009 in the Gymnasium at 7:0@.p.

Wow, we have busy and musical fun months ahead!!

Stay tuned,
Mrs. Broyles. Music Teacher



ATTENDANCE LINE CHALLENGE
To report my child’s absence, | call 415-6476. T or F
It is alright to call the attendance line the nigbfore. TorF
If my child is going to be late due to a doctorfirappointment, | still need to call the attenciatine. T or F
If | spoke to my child’s teacher to report an alesen still need to call the attendance line. T or F
| am suppose to call in every day my child is sickl state a reason. T or F
| should contact the attendance line (415-647&rpd 9:00 a.m. T or F

The attendance line is availat?é hours a day. TorF

All theanswersaboveare True.

CUSTODIAN APPRECIATION DAY

Mason Ridge is very fortunate to have three wondexistodians, Tim Burns, Su Kim, and
Keith Butler who work tireless and joyfully to keepr school clean and safe for our
students.

As Tim left for the day with his pile of cards teeidents made for him, he said this was the
best place to work.

Once again, thanks for all your hard work.

MATH SUPERSTARS

The following students received medals since ostrpablication. 18
We would like to thank Diana Dunbar and Kathie Aewds for sponsoring this enrichment
program.

Gold Medal Isabella G.

Milan M. Erin J. Bronze Medal

Josh O. Aerin K. Luke D.
Maggie N. Grace F.

Silver Medal Kent R. Austin G.

Reni A. Taylor R. Brian M.

Maggie F. Vaishali S. Tyler P.

Paige G. Katy W. Sameer S.



SCHOOL VOLUNTEER WORKSTO EXPAND TUTORING PROGRAM

Don Larsen, a long time Mason Ridge OASIS tutor, is workirgydhto have the OASIS program expanded to
the middle school level. “The middle school yeeas be a daunting experience for some young pédpe,
notes. “It is important for students who are sgligg to have one-on-one instruction; however, stho
normally don’'t have the resources to provide thdiddle school students could benefit tremendousty
having an honest connection with an adult who &lakle to give them extra attention.”

Larsen’s hope is to have more volunteers like hiboring at the middle school level. He has mehwite
director of OASIS West County, the reading spesialjuidance counselors and principal at ParkwagtWe
Middle, even the national coordinator of OASIS tutg, to try to make that happen. “The idea isng®y
momentum,” he reports.

Larsen admits there can be more challenges wonrkittg middle schoolers, given the adolescent issheyg
face. Personally, he finds it more interesting lhasl expanded his services beyond the reading esspbaalso
include math help and mentoring. Chris White, mlgnce counselor at Parkway West, says, “The stadet
only receive academic help, but there is now oneenaalult with whom they have a connection and who
believes in them.”

Excerpts from an article iparentlink

HAVE YOU FILLED A BUCKET TODAY?
A Guideto Daily Happinessfor Kids

The Bee Hive is missing. Well, not really! It'ssfuransforming...into a bucket! Starting
the first week of February, our hive will morphard bucket and our bees will turn into
water drops!

On February 2, we will kick off the six week longdiet challenge with a buddy activity.
Each class, along with their buddies, will reacudlthe book, “Have You Filled a Bucket
Today”. This book is based upon the “Bucket Thedhgt each of us has an invisible
bucket. When our bucket is full we are happy alafther’s buckets. However, when our bucket is gnme
are sad and begin to dip into other’s buckets bgglankind things.

Each classroom and specialist will have a large evbere the students can write messages to othzrss,
filling their bucket. Because this act follows Aldur Five Bees, we are changing the Bees to Drogdlese
will be displayed on the bucket in the hall wherreeachers “catch” students following the Five Bé&'s will
also be singing the song “This Little Bucket of Mirto the tune of “Old McDonald”. This will be dorie the
hall after morning announcements to help jumpstartday!

Encourage your children to sing the song, talk aboeibook, and fill one another’s buckets evehamhe! A
drop in someone’s bucket could be as simple angajtGood Morning”, “Good-Bye”, “Have a nice daydt a
simple, but heartfelt compliment. We hope to brnlgtle sunshine to the Mason Ridge community neif¢he
winter clouds hang over our heads!



NO CHILD LEFT BEHIND

In accordance with No Child Left Behind Act, we roudgorm parents in this school the following:

Upon request, our district will be happy to supihlg following information about the qualificationgyour
child’s teacher(s):

-whether the teacher has met state qualificatioddiaensing criteria for the grade levels and sabgreas in
which the teacher provides instruction, whethertdfaeher is teaching under emergency or other gional
status through which state qualification or licegstriteria have been waived, whether your chilpres/ided
services by paraprofessionals and, if so, theilifigetions, and what baccalaureate degree maptdhcher
has and any other graduate certification or delged@ by the teacher, and the field of disciplinehaf
certification.

PARKWAY SOUTH 22nd ANNUAL BASEBALL CLINIC

Where: Parkway South High School - Gyms A, B & C
801 Hanna Road
Manchester, MO 63021

Who: Dave McFarland (314) 415-9715 or Adam Stald14) 415-9716

When: Saturday, March 7th, 2009 _/
Grades1-5 9-11:00a.m. ' e

Grades 6-8 11:30-1:30 p.m.

Cost:  $20 a person
$15 a person if you bring a team of 8 or more

What to Bring: Baseball glove, bat and indoor wartkclothes
What will be Covered: Throwing and Fielding Mechanand Drills
Basic Hitting and Bunting Fundamentals
General Pitching Mechanics and Fundamentals
The Parkway South coaching staff and varsity baseball playerswill serve astheinstructors.

Coaching packetswill be available upon request.

Payment of cash or check at the door the day of the camp.
Make check payableto Parkway South Baseball

Please call to confirm a spot - 314-415-9715
www.par kwaysouthbaseball.com

CLOTHING DONATIONS

If you have any old outgrown Mason Ridge shirt&{j and short sleeves), shorts and sweats,
Kathy Merryman, our school nurse, would apprediagedonation. The Mason Ridge shorts
and sweats are universal and the kids love them.



MASON RIDGE SUMMER SCHOOL

Mason Ridge will be a site for Summer school tléary We know it is early, but a lot of preparatidrave
already begun to have an enriching Summer Schogram. A few examples of the courses being offéned
year are:

Art Around the World
Cook and Create with Literature
Fabulous Fun Fairy Tales
Get Ready! Get Set! Go to Kindergarten
American Girl
Que Hor Es? Spanish Class
Spike-O-Rama
Sports, Games and Team Building

We are still working on more courses. You showdddxeiving your Summer School course catalogten la
March. Registration will begin on April 7. Classmay fill up quickly so it is recommended to regisy
bringing your paperwork to Mason Ridge.

The classes are based on a first come first sexsis nd your registration will be date stamped.
We are looking forward to a very rewarding sumntévlason Ridge.
Sincerely,

Shara Erdel
Administrator for Summer School

PARKWAY NORTH HOSTSCLINIC
Saturday, February 21

Clinic for coaches, trainers and athletes on sp&teelhgth and power for all sports

Strength & Conditioning Coaches from
University of MO & St. Louis U
St. Louis Cardinals Physical Therapist
Former St. Louis Cardinals Trainer

Hall-Of-Fame Track and Field Coach

For Information:

Call Kevin Kinney

At 314-415-5650

Or e-mail at
kkinney@pkwy.k12.mo.us

Cost: $50 for adults
$25 for Parkway Staff
$25 for student-athletes



