
 
“Stepping in the right direction” 

 
We are delighted to be working with a great group of students this year.  We are 
thrilled to see so many familiar faces and we welcome the new ones. We have 
high expectations for each of our students and we are confident that they will 

meet them each day.  We hope for a fun and exciting year! 
 

 
 
 
 

Miss Deeken: Communication Arts 
 We have gotten off to a great start in reading and writing.  I am 
thrilled to see that our students are such avid readers and creative writers and thinkers.  
Both 7th and 8th graders have kicked off the year by doing some creative writing that has 
stemmed from very unique prompts.  We have been working on building ideas for our 
writing.  This will lead us to a study of different types of narrative writing. I am thrilled 
to see some of the great choices that students have made for their independent reading 
books.  In hopes of creating thoughtful and lifelong readers, the students should be 
reading 20 pages a day. Please talk to your student about what they are reading and feel 
free to make a recommendation! 
 I am truly excited for this year and can’t wait to see the reading and 
writing discoveries that we will make together.  I thank those of you who took the time to 
send me a letter about your student.  They were very helpful, and gave me much insight 
into your student as an individual. Please feel free to contact me at any time with 



questions, concerns, or to tell me more wonderful things about your child. 
JDeeken@pkwy.k12.mo.us or 415-5803. 

Ms. Connoley: Communication Arts 
7

th
 Grade:  The seventh grade Communication Arts Curriculum is centered 

around units of study in which students are actively engaged in the processes of 
reading, writing, speaking, listening, informational literacy and vocabulary.  These 
units of study are divided into two major categories: Reading and Writing.  The 
classroom will function as a reading/writing workshop, where students can 
create, learn, share, and teach.  In our first two units, we will be working on living 
a “writerly” life and creating a community of readers.  Parents are encouraged to 
share with their children the role that writing and reading have played in their 
lives!  
  
  
8

th
 Grade:  

The eighth grade Communication Arts Curriculum is centered around units of 
study in which students are actively engaged in the processes of reading, writing, 
speaking, listening, informational literacy and vocabulary.  These units of study 
are divided into two major categories: Reading and Writing.  The classroom will 
function as a reading/writing workshop, where students can create, learn, share, 
and teach.  In our first two units, we will be focusing on living a “writerly” life, and 
studying the elements of fiction.  Students will examine great examples of fiction 
work, including The Outsiders, by S.E. Hinton, to enable them to have a more 
effective voice in their own creations.  Parents are encouraged to share the role 
that writing plays in their lives, and share great fiction they read in their youth! 
 
 
 

Ms. Wolfmeyer: Math 
  
Ch. 7th grade math:  During the month of September, we will be diving into the 
problem solving unit!  We will also be taking the SAT's.  Towards the end of the 
month we will be working in Ch. 2-Integer Operations!  Don't forget to check out 



McDougal Littell's website (www.classzone.com)!  It provides the online book, 
homework help, practice test/quiz, animated mathematics, and games!   
 
7th grade math:  During the month of September, we will be completing Ch. 1 in 
the McDougal Littell -Course 2.  SAT testing takes place during this month as 
well.  We will then work our way through a problem solving unit.  Next we will be 
working from the Connected Mathematics books covering "Variables and 
Patterns". Don't forget to check out McDougal Littell's website 
(www.classzone.com)!  It provides the online book, homework help, practice 
test/quiz, animated mathematics, and games!     
 
Pre-Algebra 8:  During the month of September, we will be completing Ch. 1 in 
the McDougal Littell-Course 3.  We will then move on to Ch. 2.  Pre-Algebra 
students will also be learning from another book, Connected Mathematics.  The 
unit is called "Moving Straight Ahead".  SAT testing will take place during this 
month as well.  Don't forget to check out McDougal Littell's website 
(www.classzone.com)!  It provides the online book, homework help, practice 
test/quiz, animated mathematics, and games!   
 
Ch. Algebra 8: During the month of September, students will be learning 
concepts from Ch. 1 and Ch. 2.  In this unit students will operate on expressions 
involving real numbers, variables and polynomials. They will evaluate 
expressions using real numbers and determine if two polynomial expressions are 
equivalent. They will perform operations on equivalent matrices and determine 
the theoretical probability or odds of events happening. The distributive, 
associative and commutative properties will be used in variable expressions. 
Students will begin to use variables and sentences to model and solve problems. 
Don't forget to check out McDougal Littell's website (www.classzone.com)!  It 
provides the online book, homework help, practice test/quiz, animated 
mathematics, and games!   
�

 
 
 

 Mr. Stephenson: Social Studies 
Social Studies for the Navigators Team will consist of either World History for 7th 
graders or Early U.S. History for 8th graders.  Both courses start strong with the 
7th graders studying Prehistory and Early Humans.  The 8th graders will begin by 
examining the Age of Exploration and Discovery.  We have an exciting year 
ahead of us!  Parents should be aware that the online progress reports may be 
located at the http://home.earthlink.net/~mrstephenson/pcms address.  Use your 
student's class hour, last name, and most likely their student ID number as the 



password, parents may access their students' grade.  Please call me at 314-415-
5806 if you have questions or would like to change a password.  Thanks!   
 
 

Mr. Boeckman: Science 
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